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International Consultant To Speak March 4 on
Sustainability in Print Industry
In a world of finite resources, where business continues to consume more and more raw material, "Business
as usual in not sustainable," says international printing consultant Don Carli.
In a March 4 talk at Cal Poly, Carli will examine the issue of unsustainable consumption of resources in the
printing industry -- an industry that is the third-largest user of fossil fuels and the largest
industrial consumer of water per ton of product.
Carli's free, public presentation, "Sustainability and the Greening of Print," is to begin at 7 p.m. in Philips Hall
in the Christopher Cohan Center. A reception will follow the lecture.
The program is the first of three lectures planned as part of the Cal
Poly Graphic Communication Department's 2002 Distinguished Scholar
Lecture Series, "Communication Technology: The Next 50 Years."
Carli is director of a research project supported by Xerox,
Hewlett-Packard and other major corporations to look at issues and
attitudes bearing on the environmental impact of printing, packaging
and publishing in North America over the next five years.
"With only 5 percent of the world's population, North America consumes
more than 25 percent of the world's oil and more than 30 percent of the
world's paper," Carli says. "In the last 50 years, Americans have
consumed the equivalent amount of natural resources as every human who
lived before the last 50 years."
Printing, publishing and packaging can be as much as a quarter of a
corporation's supplies and operational costs, he says.
"Far from becoming a 'paperless society,' our consumption and disposal
of printed material -- in publications, office communications, signage
and especially in packaging -- has grown exponentially, and as we know
it today, printing's continued growth at such rates is not

sustainable," he says.
"Some business leaders are asking the tough questions," Carli says,
including how to reconcile continued growth with finite resources and
whether sustainability can be profitable.
He cites a recent poll of CEOs from 33 countries, in which 70 percent
of them said corporate social responsibility is vital to profitability.
Carli's firm, Nima Hunter Inc., has consulted for such companies as
Adobe, Agfa and Sun Microsystems. He is the technology editor of Print
on Demand magazine and consulting editor for Digital Imaging and Aktuel
Grafisk Information magazines and gives keynote presentations at
conferences around the world.
In 1974 Carli began training as a master printer and papermaker and
collaborated with Roy Lichtenstein and other well-known artists on
limited-edition prints done in a variety of processes. Since then he
has held a variety of positions in the graphic arts industry.
For more information, contact Cal Poly's Graphic Communication
Department
at 756-1108.
- 30 NOTE TO EDITORS: To arrange an interview with Carli, please contact
Graphic Communication Department Head Harvey Levenson at 756-6151. For
an electronic image of Carli, please e-mail Jo Ann Lloyd at
jlloyd@calpoly.edu.
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